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BIBLICAL fLLUSTRATION, 


FROM BELZONI'S TRAVELS. 


— 


To the Editor of the Chriftian 
OLferver. 

There are no parts of Scripture 
which more require illuftration 
toa Nothern reader, than thofe in 
which allufion is made, and that 
often incidentally and almoft im- 
perce ptibly, to the habits and cli- 
mate of Oriental nations. Our 
commercial and military inter- 
courfe throughout the world,with 
the many modern publications in 
the line of voyages, travels, and 
biblical criticism and illuftrations, 
have however rendered foreign 
manners more familiar to us than 
they were to moft of our forefath- 
ers; and almoft every new publi- 
cation of any value from the pen 
of Oriental tourilts, is adding new 
acceflions to our riches in this in- 
terefting department of sacred lit- 
erature. The following extract 
irom the recent travels of Signor 
Belzoni, in Egypt, appears to me 
to deferve insertion in your pages, 
affording an interefting iluttra- 
tion of thofe numerous pafiages 
in Scripture which {peak of the 
miferies of a thirfty and parched 
land, and the perils of a tropical 
defert. Let the reader as he per- 
ufgs the paffage, imagine to him- 
jelf the chidren of Ifrael in their 
perilous journey from Egy pt to 
Canaan, and he will obtain a live- 
ly idea of that ‘land of deferts and 
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of pits, of drought and of the fliad~ 
er of death, a land that no man 
patied through, and where no 
man dweli,’ which Jehovah chofe 
as the fcene of their trial, ‘to prove 
them, and to know what was in 
their heart, wether they would 
ferve him or no ;’ where he dif- 
plaved his nciesaoatial care and 
guidance in all their neceffities, 
and through which he conduéted 
them at length to the promised in- 
heritance ;—apt embiem of the 
prefent world, and of the perils 
which befet the Chriftian pilgrim 
in his journey to the heavenly Ca- 
naan! E. W. 
“It is dificult to form a correé& 
idea of a defert, without having 
been in one: it is an _endlefs plain 
of fand and ftones, fometimes in- 
termixed with mountains of all 
fizes and heights, without roads 
or fhelter, without any fort of pro- 
duce for food. The few fcatter- 
ed trees and fhrubs of thorns, that 
only appear when the rainy feafon 
leaves fome moifture, barley ferve 
to feed wild animals, and afew 
birds. Every thing is left to na- 
ture; the wandering inhabitants 
do not care to cultivate even thefe 
few plants, and when there is no 
more of them in one place, they 
oto another. When thefe trees 
become old and lofe their vegeta- 
tion, the fun, which conftantly 
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beams upon therh, burns and re. 
duces them toafhes. I have feen 
-many of them entirely burnt. 
‘Lhe other fmaller plants have no 
fooner rifen out of the earth than 
they are dried up, and all take 
the colour of ftraw, with the ex- 
ception of the plant Aarack : this 
falls off before it is dry. 
“Generally fpeaking, in.a def- 
ert, there are few {prings of water, 
fome of them at the diftance of 4, 
6, and 8 days journey from one 
another, and not all of them {weet 
water ; on the contrary, it is gen- 
erally falt.or bitter ; fo that, ifthe 
thirfty traveller drinks of it, it in- 
creafes his thirft, and he fuffers 
more than before. But, when the 
calamity happens that the next 
well, which is fo anxioufly fought 
for, is found dry, the mifery of 
fuch a fituation cannot well be 
defcribed. The camels, which 
afford the only means of efcape, 
are fo thirfty, that they cannot 
proceed to another well: and, if 
the travellers kill them, to extract 
the little liquid which remains in 
their ftomachs, they themselves 
cannot advance any father. The 
fituation muft be dreadful, and 
admits of no refource. Many per- 
ith, victims of the moft horrible thirft. 
It is then that the value of a eup 
of water is really felt. He that 
has a zenzabia of it is the richeft 
of all. In fuch a cafe there is no 
diftiaction. If. the mafter has 
none, the fervant will not give it 
to him; for very few are the in- 
tances, where a man will volun- 
tarily lofe his life to fave that of 
another, particularly in a caravan 
in the defert, where people are 
ftrangers to each other. hata 
fituction for a man, though a rich 
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one, perhaps the owner of all the car 
avan! fe is dying for acup of wa. 
ter—no one gives it to him: he offers 
all he poffeffes—no one hears him ; 
they are all dying—though by 
walking a few hours farther they 
might be faved. If the camels 
are lying down, and cannot be 
made to rife—no one has firenth to 
walk : only he that has a glafs of 
that precious liquor lives to walk 
a mile farther, and perhaps dies 
too. Ifthe voyages on feas are 
dangerous, fo are thofe in the dei. 
erts. At sea, the provifions often 
fail; in the defert, it is worle: at 
fea, ftorms are met with; inthe 
defert, there cannot be a greater 
ttorra than to find a dry well;— 
at fea one mects with pirates— 
we efcape—we furrender—we 
die ;inthe defert, they rob the 
traveller of all his property and 
water : they let him live perhaps, 
bat what a life! to die the moit 
barbarous and agonizing death. 
In fhort, to be thirily in a def. 
ert, without water, expofed to the 
burning fan without thelter, and 
No HoPss of finding either, is the 
moft terrible fituation that a man 
can be placed in, and one of the 
greatelt fufferings that a human 
being can fuftain: the eyes grow 
inflamed; the tongue and lips 
fwell; a hollow found is heard in 
the ears, which brings on deafnels, 
and the brains appear to grow 
thick and inflamed : all thele 
feelings arife from the want of 3 
little water. In the midft of all 
this mifery the deceitful morales 
appear before the traveller at no 
great difilance, fomething like a 
lake or river of clear frefh water. 
If perchance a traveller is not un- 
deceived, he haitens his pace t0 
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reach it fooner ; the more he ad- 
vances towards it, the more it goes 
from him, till at laft it vanithes 
ontirely, and the deluded pafien- 
ve: often aiks, where is the water 
ne faw at no great diftance? He 
can fcarcely believe that he was 
fo deceived: he protefts that he 
faw the waves running before the 
wind, and the reflection of the 
high rocks in the water. 

“If unfortunately any one falls 
fick on the road, there is no al. 
ternative : he mult endure the fa- 
tigue of travelling on a camel, 
which is troublefome even to 
healthy people; or he mutt be left 
behind on the fand, without any 
afli.tance, and remain fo till a flow 
death come to relieve him. What 
horror! Whata_ brutal proceed- 
ing to an unfotunate fick man! 
No one remains with him, not 
even his old and faithful fervant ; 
no one will ftay and die with him ; 
all pity his fate, but no one will 
be his companion.” 


—<>+o>— 
From the Savannah Religigus Heraid. 


SELAH, 


Tknow of no Hebrew word 
that has occafioned more criticifm 
and f{peculation; and it is very 
certain that its true meaning is not 
fully underftood, even to the pref 
cutday. Inthe Pialms of David, 
itis ufed feventy-three times : and 
no where else, except in the Song 
of Habakkuk—and there, evi- 
dently as a mufical note, or fign. 
Ithas been rendered by fome, 
“Vox paufe et attentionis,” a word 
iiMating a paufe, to raife atten. 
tion ; others, “E/evatio Vocis’—a 
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raifing of the voice in mufic ;— 
others tranflate it, “in feculum,” 
forever ;—and the Seventy, a paufe 
in finging when, all at once, the 
inftrumental mufic fhould unite 
in one grand chorus. 

Aben Ezra, a Jewifh Rabbi, 
who lived in the twelfth century, 
and who was celebrated for his 
learning and intelligence, fays— 
“When this word ts ufed in Di- 
vine fervice, it entirely refers to 
mufic, but is very differently ufed 
on other occafions, In mufic it di- 
rects the fingers and players of in- 
ftruments to unite in loud hofan- 
nas. 

D. Kimchi, 2 Rabbi of the thir- 
teenth century, who was celebra- 
ted as a Scripture critic, gives it 
as his opinion, that it fignifies a 
great elevation of the voice, 
thoughts and affections of the 
heart, towards the Supreme Be- 
ing, and to the adoration of his 
perfections. Kimchi has ever 
ranked high among Chriftians, 
and is moftly followed by them in 
the compilation of Hebrew 
Grammars and Diétionaries. 

The Cha!dee Paraphrait on the 
Pfalms renders it forever—a note 
of great itrefs, or emphafis. 

The Latin Vulgate paffes it_ 
over in filence ; and moft of thea 
Jews of the prfent day, render it 
forever, Amen, Selah, They lay 
great ftrefs, or emphafis, on 
word, : 

The root of the verb is Sel— 
Samech, Lamed ; and from which % 
1s derived Satte—Samech Lamed % 
Lamed ; all of which is a contrac. 
tion from Saluyas, and is of the 
import of Hallelujah ; which is to 
celebrate, extel, or praife the Lord, 

Tiowever various the opinions 
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of men on this point, they are all 
‘defigned to magnify the great 
name and perfections of the only 
hving and true God. And in 
this fublime exercife, the Church 
onearth are fellow worfhippers,in 
perfe& concord with the Church 
in heaven: Mev. xix. 
‘© And after thefe things, I heard 
a great voice of much people in 
heaven, faying Alleluia, Saivation 
and glory, and honour and pow- 
er, unto the Lord our God,— 
faying Amen, Alleluia. Anda 
voice came out of the throne, fay, 
ingy Praife our God, all ye his 
fervants and ye that fear him, both 
{mail and great. And 1 heard 
as it were, the voice of a great 
multitude, and as the voice of 
many watees, and as the voice of 
many thunderings, faying ALLE- 
bura, for the Lord God Omni- 
potent reigneih.” 


1—65.— 


4+ oo 


Forthe Chriftian Herald, 
ON THE MISUSE OF TIME... 


TIME once loft, can never be 
regained ; and theretore every 
rational creature thould employ 
every moment in fome uleful 
purfuit, ether for his own im- 
provement or for the benefit of 
his fellow creatures. 

Although this material of 
which life is compofed is of fuch 
invaluable worth, yet with what 
prodigality do we at ail times 
and on whichever fide we turn 
our eyes, fee it waited ; as though 
it was thought that an eternity 
was to be {pent in this temporary 
abode of pilgrims for immortali- 
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Were I to attempt to enume. 
rate the various ways in which 
time is watted, it would fwel] my 
remarks to a much gteater length 
than I intended: I thall therefore 
confine myfelf for the prefent to 
the enumeration of but a few. 
No perfon was ever yet endow, 
ed with realoning capacities, wth. 
out being capable of finding em. 
ploymeni fafiicient to occupy hig 
time, either in his own improve. 
ment or in benefitting fociety :— 
Yet behold that man whofe whole 
life is {pent without promoting 
either of thefe objects. See him 
rife from his couch after the fun 
has traverfed a quarter of his cir. 
cuit, and emplo, the day in the 
purfuit of what he can never at- 
iain from the fleeting objects 
around him—happinefs, Man-is 
in a fimilar relation to his Maker 
that the tenant 1s to his landlord: 
he has loaned him a generous fup- 
ply of his bouaties, and expects 
In return an improvement of 
them. and he has not granted 
one moment without jome ufeful 
purpofe to employ it: And 
what improvement can that man 
make who idly, or worse than 
idiy, fpends his whole time! 
Will his landlord not caft bim out 
as an “unprofitable fervant. 
There is a large clafs of perfons 
who wafte much of their time 10 
purfuits from which not the leatt 
benefit to any one can refult, but 
are of material injury to them- 
felves. Many there are whole 
light and vain conyerfation is un 
becoming mortal creatures, who 
are anfwerable forevery idle word 
to him who granted them the 
power of {fpeech. Some m4 
{pend a part of their time mn ws 
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ful purfaits, and may bear a de- 
cent and perhaps | moral appear- 
ance in the eye of the world, and 
yet many of their hours are {pent 
in employments which mray re- 
fult in injury to themfelves : what 
I now have reference to is the 
reading of fictious books, called 
novels. Perhaps fome may fay 
that this 1s an innocent amufe- 
ment, and no injury can refult 
from it. But every one who has 
duly confidered the effects refult- 
ing from novel reading will ex- 
preis a contrary opinion. The 
novel reader on the one hand is 
prefented with characters to which 
human nature is not capable of 
attaining, and to which they can- 
not think of afpiring: and on the 
other hand he fees fiends in hu- 
man form, and if their general 
characters are defpicable yet fuch 
ts the deformity of human nature 
that it is ever more ready to fol- 
low the examples of vice than 
virtue. ‘To fay that-a novel 1s 
founded on fact, or that it con- 
tains historical facts, fhould not 
recommended it as being worth 
the time fpent in its perufal. 
if the hiftorical facts it contains 
are not fufficient of therafelves to 
attract the attention, independent 
ot fic ion, they are not worthy of 
bemg fought and analyzed from 
the fanciful effufion of fome one 
who has tained the facts, and pois- 
ened what he atte mpted to beau- 
tity. ‘The time fpent in the pe- 
rufal of historical faéts may be 
contidered as being {pent to ad- 
vaniage. Hiltory is a ufeful and 
neceilary ltudy ; in it we can find 
the trne character of man, and 
from it we may judge what course 
to purive in order to fhun the 
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quick fands upon which others 
have foundered ; from it we may 
form a juft criterion for the for- 
mation ct our characters, and Ob. 
tain all the knowledge which as 
been the dear bought experience 
of thoufands. Not a fingle ad- 
vantage can fiction boaft over his- 
tory and is it not fingular that fo 
many are fond of impofing upon 
their idea impreflions as far from 
nature, as are the infatuation of 
the incubus from the regular and 
natural courfe of life? Every per- 
fen who confiders the baneful ef- 
fects of novels will, I think, at once 
pronounce the time fpent in their 
perufal wafted, and worfe then 
watted. 

Some, andthe number is not 
inconfiderable, {pend much time 
in adorning their perfons: fancy- 
ing that nature has not beftowed 
enough of her bounties, upon 
them, they have recourfe to art to 
fupply the deficiency and thereby 
waite much of their precious 
time. How little do they feem 
to confider that time was granted 
them to prepare for eternity, and 
that thefe frail bodies, which they 
fpend fo much time in decorating, 
mall foon mix with their mother 
earth, and that their f{pirits mult 
afcend to the God who gave them 
and there an{fwer for every mit- 
{pent hoer. V. 


—<D>+ oO 


EXTRACT. 

«Men purfue riches under the 
idea that their poffeflion will fet 
them at eafe,and above the world. 
But the 'aw of aflociation often 
makes thofe who begin by a 
gold asa iervant, finith by Wad 
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coming themfelves its fiave ; and 
independence without wealth, is 
at leat as common as wealth 
without independence.” 


—S OS 
For the Chrifltian Herald. 
ON FORBEARANCE, 


Every perfon who has inter- 
courfe with the world will readily 
fee the neceflity that he in com- 
mon with the whole family of 
mankind are under of pradifing 
mutual forbearance. He will 
find it a duty, and that much of 
his happinefs is pendant on the 
performance of this duty. If 
this be a true ftatement it would 
teem that mutual forbearance 
would be generally practifed, for 
it will be readily admitted that 
the promotion of fome happinefs 
or the difcharge of fome duty is 
the principal end to which human 
actions are directed. Few ftudy 
and zealoufly perform their du- 
ties. l/l are eagerly engaged in 
attempting to advance their own 
happinefs. ee do it. The per- 
son who feeks happinefs through 
the path of duty, and the perion 
who in the fearch for it is gov- 
erned by nothing but his own in- 
clinations, are purfuing oppofite 
courfes, and in all probability will 
end differently. He certainly 
holds his happinefs by a very pre- 
carious tenure who in its enjoy- 
ment ts at the mercy cf every one 
around him. If his mind is not 
fufficiently ennobled, if he has not 
enough of chriflian meeknefs to 
bear with human infirmities, he 
certainly cannot expect to expe- 
rience that heartfelt fatisfa@ion 
which the pofledTion of this virtue 
produces. 
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Will any one who neglegs 
this chriftian virtue urge the 
depravity andingratitude of man. 
kind in extenuation of this palpa. 
ble fault ? Let him confider the 
long fuffering which has been ex. 
ercifed towards him, and he wil} 
no longer rely upon the wicked. 
nefs of others in palliation of his 
own crimes. The perfon who 
does not find his own reward in 
the exercife of chriftian virtues, is 
altogether unprepared to relifh 
that happinefs the humble chrif- 
tian feels in the difcharge of his 
various duties. We were placed 
here to be ferviceable one to a. 
nother, and it ill becomes the 
dignity of man created tor noble 
purpofes and endued with noble 
faculties, to fall fo far fhort of 
his deftination, and fo grofsly 
pervert his powers as to become 
a curfe to his fellow beings. Our 
own frailty fhould admonifh us 
to exercife forbearance, and ever 
our own felnfhnefs would prompt 
us to it, if we were deliberate for 
the fpirit of revenge, is a more 
fruitful fource ci unhappinefs to 
its poffeffor than the injuftice of 
others poflibly can be. 


WwW. H. Y. i. 


-<D 4 oot 


For the Cliriflian Herald. 


ANTICHRIST No. ft. 


To the Editor, 


BELIEVING it to be both 
interefting and ufeful to the com- 
munity to be enlightened and 1n- 
formed into the true meaning of 
{cripture, and thereby enabied to 
judge correctly of the characters 
peit qualified to lead the mind !- 
to the all important truths there- 
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‘in contained, and which it is the 
duty of @gery one to judge for 
himielf, (as no one elle can be 
accountable,)—I fend you for 
pudlication the teftimony of Mar- 
tin Luther, touching univerfities, 
human learning, or philofophy, 
univerfity, degrees, &c. 

Martin Luther, in his anfwer 
to Ambrosius Catharinus, expound. 
ing the vifion concerning Anti- 
chrift, Dan. vit, {peaks thus :— 

“The twelfth and laft face of 


antichrift, is that chaos, and open 


gate of hell, yet very comely to 
behold, to wit, the univerfities ; 
into which perjury, and the abufe 
of God’s name, are the entrance ; 
and the progrefs is a free and moft 
licentious converfation, in all 
manner of wickednefs.—And yet, 
under thefe fins and deftrudctions, 
fcience and fapience are promi- 
fed ; yea, titles and degrees are 
given inftead of rewards, 

But what do they perform at 


_length ?---Firft, the more choice 


youth of chriftian people are here 
proftituted, and are caft into the 
open throat of hell ; that I verily 
think, this deftruction was figured 
by the idol AZs/loch, to whom an- 
tiently they made their choice 
children to pafs through the fire.-- 
Afterwards Ariftotle being read to 
them, and not righily underftood, 
the wits of chriitian youth are ex- 
ercifed with heathenifh and hu- 
man learning, yea, are quite blin- 
ded and oppreffed with it. And 
mttead of the word of God, the 
doctrine of antichrift is delivered, 
that it may feem the devil could 
not bring forth a more fub- 
tland effeétual invention and en- 
gine, utterly to extinguifh the 
gofpel, than to fet up univerfi- 
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ties. _Whereia, under the pre- 
tence of chriftian doétrine, noth- 
ing fhould be taught, but that 
which is moit contrary to the 
chriftian faith, And if, at any 
time, it feem good, to call forth 
the choiceft to the government of 
the churches, they call them out 
of the ftews and dens. 

And truly to me, this laft face 
of antichrift feems to be the moft 
hurtful of all becaufe this hath 
the pretence of the word, when 
all the reft have only the color of 
example ; and this is plainly the 
{chool of propofitions. For it is 
incomparably the greatelt preju- 
dice, under colour of the word, 
to teach things contrary to the 
word ; feeing the face of exam- 
ples is formed and ftrengthened 
by the force of the word, which 
otherwife would foon come to 
nothing, if the word fhould reign 
in its genuine fenfe ; and alfo, fee. 
ing the pretence of examples doth 
not only deceive the manners ; 
but the pretence of the word, o- 
verthrows the word. But if, by 
any grace of God, the univerfi- 
ties fhould receive the word, to 
wit, inhead of philofophy and 
{chool divinity, how foon would 
the papacy, with all its faces or 
appearances perifh ? Seeing this 
face, to wit, the univerfity, is the 
prop, bones, and whole ftrength 
of that kingdom of faces.” 

“This deceitful face feems to 
be foretold, Rev. ix*, which ferip- 
ture, it is worth while to rehearfe, 
and alittle to unfold. For John 
faith, Zhe first angel sounded, and I 
saw a flar fall from heaven unto the 


@Rev. ix from the firft to the twelfth 
verfe. expounded by Luther ,;—which expofi- 
tion will be continued in numters. 
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earw, and to him was given the key 
of the bottomlefs pit, Fee TT will 
here make trial a little, faith he, 
with my own&pprehention. Mow, 
certain it is,that by angels, thro’ 
all the apocalypi/e, is meant the 
overfeers of churches, as doth 
plainly appear out of the fecond 
and third chapters, where it is 
written, “To the angel of Ephe- 
fus, Smyrna, and others.” Tur- 
er, that other fort of angeis 
which found the trumpet, of which 
there are feven mentioned, chap. 
Vill. cannot agree to any but the 
Roman bifhop, feeing no others 
are faid to found with trumpet. 
Now to found with trumpet, can 
‘be nothing elfe, as appears by the 
confequence of the text, and the 
following effe@s, than to make 
deerees, which none ever arroga- 
ted to himf{elf, befides the bifhop 
of the Roman church. Neither 
is it faid invain, that they prepar- 
ed themfelves to found ; feeing, 
chiefly in thefe hopes, there hath 
been an impatient fury, and un- 
quiet tyranny, to make laws, and 
thereby to fubject others to them- 
felves. 

But let us come to our firft an. 
gel, who was the firft among 
three, who were to bring three 
woes upon the earth ; and this is 
he, who did firit inftitute and con- 
firm univerfities, whom it is not 
eafy for me to name, hiltories fo 
varying in this matter. But let 
him be whomfoever he was, he 
was a {tar fallen fiom heaven to 
earth : whether ic were Alexander 
of Hales, or, which I rather think, 
St. Thomas, who only (after the 
univerfities were approved, and 
this angel had founded) was ei- 
ther the firit, er chicf author of 
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bringing in phflofophy into the 
ckriftian world, beif® the mof 
Ariftotelian, yea plainly Ariflotle 
himifelf ; to whom, as to the 
eanth, he fell from Chrift the 
heaven, having ‘obtained the an. 
thority of that moft wicked ap. 
gel, approving fuch ftudies, 


-—D ¢ O— 


None need explore the regfons 
of romance for the fublime and 
pathetic, when there is fuch a 
fund in that book, the sisze, 
which, while it affords a rich re. 
paft, does not like many other 
books leave a hurtful impreffion 
on the mind, but always produc. 
es falutary influences upon all 
that choofe to explore its rich 
domains. 

In the following, from the 
Evangelical and Lit. Magazine, 
we have a fpecimen illuiirated. 
The fubject is the 


CAPTURE OF THE 


Among thofe parts of the Bi- 
ble, which, as Cowley fays, “are 
the beft materials in the world 
for poefy,” I have always been 
particularly pleafed with the 
fourth chapter of the Firft book 
ef Samuel, which gives us the 
hiftory of the capture of the Ark 
by the Philiftines. And let us 
here obferve for a moment, if you 
pleafe, how many traits of the 
{ublime and pathetic it difplays! 

The Ifraelites, you {ce, have 
often been defeated by their foes, 
and their elders now hold a coun- 
cil of war, and determined to fend 
for the Ark of God out of Shi- 
loh, “that” as they fay, “ when 
it cometh among us, it may lave 


ARK. 








om & 


le 





NO. we 


us out of the hands of our ene- 
mies.” Accordingly it is bro’t 
out to them into the camp, and 
« aj] [frael fhouted with a great 
fhout, fo that the earth rang 
again.’ ‘They are fure now, you 
fee, that they cannot be vanquith- 
ed in battle any more as they 
have been. On the other hand, 
the Philiitians hear their rejoic- 
ings with difmay and exclaim, 
«God is come into the camp.” 
And “woe unto us! who fhall 
deliver us out of the hands of 
the mighty gods? Thefe are the 
gods that {mote the Egyptians 
with al! the plagues in the w ilder- 
nefs’—and they buckle on their 
arm.*ir like men, to meet them 
inthe tug of war, But vain 
alike are all the hopes of the one, 
and all the fears of the other.— 
The battle is joined again, and 
victory declares once more for 
the Heathen—in f pite of the Ark 
—and itis even w orfe than ever, 
“And the Philiftines fought, ahd 
lirael was fmitten, and they fled 
every man intd his tent; and 
dee Was a very great laughter ; . 
for there fell of Irael hirty. thou 
fand footmen.’”? What was dell 
ofall, the’ Ark itfelf; the very 
Ark in which they truited for 
victory, * the Ark of God was 
taken ; and the two fons of Eli, 
Hophni and Phineas,” (fighting 
valiantly, as you may fuppole in 
‘defence of it) “were fluin.” Bad 
news flies fa:t. And there ran 
aman of Benjamin cut of the 
army, and came to Shiloh the 
fame day, with his clothes rent, 
anc with earth upon his head.” 
Ou can imagine the fenfation 
Created by his appearance; and 
You have the effect of his intellie 
5* 
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gence in a very few words, “all 
the city cried out,” 

And here the venerable Eli, 
old in years and fervice, and blind 
with age, who « fat Asien a feal 
by the w ay fide watching for his 
heart tr embl ed fi r the Ark of God,” 
hears the noife of the crying a- 
round him, and anxioufly atk s 
the meffenger the caufe. “ And 
he faid what is there done mv 
fon ??—_—Whata fentence follows ! 
“And the man fuid unto Ei:, 
Ifvael is fled before the Philiftines, 
and there hath been alfo a great 
flaughter among the people, and 
thy two fons aifo, Hephni and’ 
Phineas are dead, and | the Ark of 
God is taken!” Here you fee, 
is woe upon woe, each greater 
than the lait, and “the Ark of 
God is taken,” caps the whole. 
The poor old man hears every 
part of it with greater and grea- 
ter alarm, his heart tretab'ed 
more and more for the object of 
all his anxiety, the Ark of God, 
expecting every moment to hear of 
its fate, and he is not difappointed 

— ‘andthe Ark of God is ta. 
ken!” [t is enough for him— 
and too much. “And it game 
to pafs, when he made mention 
of the Ark of God, that he fell 
from off his feat backwards by 
the fide of the gate, and his neck 
brake, and he died: for he was 
an old man and heavy. And 
he had judged Ifrael 40 years.” 
Nothing can be finer than this 
devotion of the old Prieit and 
Judge to the Ark of church and 
tate, and his dying for its lofs. 

But the ftory turns to the {till 
more touching and affecting fate 
of his daughter-in-law, the wife 
of his fen Phinehas, whefe hear 
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ing of the fame tragic news sain 
en the pangs of parturition upon 
her before her time. 
is fomething ftriking and facred 
‘Sihich makes 


“hen there 


iiout agony 
to be comior 
pi that annunciation fo v welcome 
;, fo dear to her 
at any other henselae fhe 
borne a child, and that chiid 

‘And about the time of 
her death, the women that flood 
hy her faid, Fear not, for thou 
has borne a fon. 
ed not, neither did fhe regard 
is avfent, abi 
ed in her own mighty woe. 
obferve, it is nat tke death of her 
father-in law, nor of her hufband, 
nor the flicht, nor the fliughter 
of her countrymen, it ts not one, 
nor all of thefe things, but it is 
of the Ark ~ which 
the grieves and dies. 
named the child Ichabod, Saint 
‘The glory is departed from fe 
And again fhe faid, 
the is dying now) “ ‘The glory 
departed from Hrael ; for the Ark 
of God is taken !?— 
the gholt. 


her refufe 


a mother’s 


But fhe anfwer- 


Her foul 


i the lofs 





and gave up 
Really I cannot im- 
azine any thing more fublime 
than fach a death. 
take upon me to fay 
1S nothing equal to it in all the 
annals of Greece and Rome. 
And now you will agree with 
me, I think, thai fuch things 
indeed the very elements of it 
etry, the “thoughts” 
Says, “that voluntary move har- 
monious numbers” in every tune- 
For mylelf at leaft, 
YT confefs that in reading the paf- 
fage over again jult now, I could 
not help turning fome part “ it 
_Jnto verfe as 1 we 


And I will 


y, that there 


as Milton 


Sul breaft. 





sather it turned iteilf I may fay, 
for the words actually feemed te 
come of their own accord. 


OUR GLORY IS GONF, 


"Phe battle was fought on that day, 
And firacl was finitten and fled ; 
And the Ark--it was carried aw. v, 
Over heaps of the dying and dead, 


That Ark of the Lord hath been brought 
‘To conquci the heathen ia vain ; 

And tophni and Phineas who fought 
Like lions to guard it, where flain. 


To Shilch the meffertcer flies, 
And whifpers th: foul chiling tate ; 
O!d Bi h.th heard itemand cies 
And Adah is loud ia lier wail, 


*¢ Our glory is gone with the Ark! 
All gone to the Phiihiiines now | 

And the sun of our Bion is dark; 
For the Lord hath rejeted her ve ®, 


The fire of my hufd nd is dead ! 
‘The lord of mv love is no more-! 
But yet not a tear fhould be thed, 
If cw Ark were but :afe as before: 
‘The Ark ! [It was God with our men! 
Our micn were like gods in the fray; 
O! how have they conquer’d us then, 
And ravifh’d eur g ory away? 
Our glory. our clory is gone! 
Like a rainbow that melts in the fky 
lL fecl my iai pang .@.ning on, 
And all [cat do is to die.” 


She faid and gave life to her fon, 
Heifelf going down tothe tomb ; 
Nor fimil’d on the dear little one, 
She bad carried fo long in her womb. 


For her fou! it was fick unto ceath, 
And the light of her eyes it was dark ; 

And the cried with her vanifhing breath, 
* Our glory is gone with the Ark F 


A CHRISTIAN N’S END 


Wife agents always s propefe al 
end bufete they begin their work, 
and then direé& their actions to 

that end. If the mariner launch, 
it is that he may get to fuch 4 
harbour ;—therefore he fails by 
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compafs, that he may obtain what 
he fails for. 

A Chriftian fhould always have 
one eye upon his end, and the 
other eye upon his way. That 
man lives a brutifh life, who 
knows not what he lives for; and 
he acts bat a fool’s part, who 
aims at heaven and lives at ran- 
dom. A Chriftian’s wisdom con. 
fits in two things—in choofing a 
sight. end, and in uiing right 
means to obtain it; or, in choof- 
ing eternal happinefs as the end, 
and in ufing Jefus Chrift as the 
way. What doit thou aim at, 
oh my foul! Is ig a fuli enjoy- 
ment of thy God? Then 
credit, and truit with approba- 
tion and acquieifcence in Jefus 
Chritt, as the way of accefs to the 
Father, in prayer and other a&s 
of homage, of the expiation of 
fin, of pardon for the guilty, of 
jullification and peace with God, 
of holinefs, and happinefs. This 
is the way in which thou fhalt al. 
ways fee heaven before thee. 
Opuit of truth, and light, and 
power! teach me the faith and 
the holinefs of the gofpel. Aid 
me to be flrong in taith, and to 
grow in grace, and in the practi- 
cal & experimental knowledge of 
Jefus Chri. Favour me upon 
earth with a conftant anticipation 
of the felicity of heaven. ‘St. 
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ON PRAYER.—BY CHRYSOSTOM. 


PRAYER is an all-fufficient 
Panopiy ; a treafure undiminiih- 
€d;a mine which never is ex- 
hauted; a tky unobfcured by 
clouds; a haven unrufiled by the 
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ftorm ; itis the root, the fountain, 
and the mother of a thoufand 
bleflings.—I fpeak not of the 
prayer which is cold and feeble, 
and dev-id of energy; I {peak 
of that which is the child of a 
contrite {pirit, the offspring of a 
foul converted, born ina blaze of 
unutterable infpiration, and win- 
ged like lightning for the fkies. 
The potency of prayer hath 
fubdued the ftrenth of fire; it 
hath bridled the rage of lions ; 
hufhed anarchy to reft; extin- 
guilhed wars ; appeafed the ele- 
ments ; expelled demons ; burit 
the chains of death; expanded 
the gates of heaven; ailuaged 
difeafes ; repelled frauds; refcued 
cities from deltruction; it hath 
ftayed the fun in its courfey and 
arrefted the progrefs of the thun- 
derbolt ; in a word, it has des 
ftroyed whatever is an enemy to 
man. I again repeat, that I fpeak 
not of the prayer engendered by 
the lips ; but of that which afcends 
from the recefles of the heart. 
Affuredly, there is nothing more 
potent than prayer; yea, there is 
nothing comparable to it. A 
monarch vefted in gorgeous ha- 
biliment, is far lefs i luftrious than 
a kneeling fupplicant, ennobled 
and adorned by communion with 
his God. Confider how augulit 
a privilege it is, when angels are 
prefent, and archangels throng 
around ; when cherubim and fera- 
him encircle with their blaze 
the throne; that a mortal may 
approach with unreftrained confi-- 
dence, and converfe with heaven’s 
dread Sovereign! O! what hon- 
our was ever conferred like this! 
When a Chriftian ftretches forth 
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‘his hands and invekes his God, 
in that moment he leaves behind 
him all terreftial purfuits and 
traverfes on the wings of intellect 
the realms of life;—he contem- 
plates celeflial objects only, and 
cnows not of the prefent ftate of 
things during the period of his 
prayer ; provided that prayer be 
breathed with fervency. Could 
we bur pray with fervency ; couid 
we but pray with a foul refutet. 
tated, a mind awakened. an un- 
derftanding quickened, then were 
Satan to appear he would mitan- 
taneoufly fly ; were the gates of 
hell to yawn upon us, they would 
clofe again. 

Prayer is a heaven to a fhip- 
wrecked mariner ; an ancher un- 
to them that are finking in the 
waves; a ({taff te limbs that tct- 
ter; a mine of jewe!s to the poor, 
a fecurity to the rich, a healer of 
difease, anda guardian of health. 
Prayer at once fecures the con- 
tinuance of our bleffings, and dif 
fipates the cloud of our calamities. 
O prayer! O beiied preyer! 
Thou art the unwearied gouquer- 
or of human woes ; the frm foun. 
dation of human happineis ; the 
fource of ever-during joy. The 

‘man who can pray truly, though 
langnifhing in extremelt indi- 
gence, is richer than all befide ; 
whilft the wretch who never bow. 
ed the knee, though proudly feat- 
ed as moaarch of the nations, is 
of all men moit deititute. 

Lec us thea direct ou: thoughts 
to him that was poor, yet rich ; 
rich because he was poor. Let us 
overlook the enjoymests of the 
prefent, and dcfire the bicflings of 
the future; for fo fhall we obtain 


the blefngs both of the prefent 


and thefuture. Oh! may weall 
obtain them, through -the grace 
and beneficence of Chrif ou» 
Lor daa Fes ley, Rem. fa 


—<D +S 


For the Chriftian Herald, 


"THE enclofed communicz. 
tions | fend you for infertion jn 
the HERALD, if you think they 
would contribute any thing to 
the edification of your readers, 
or ftimulate any of our fecta. 
rian brethren to chofe the more 
excellent way, by: following after 
charity. I have the pleafure to 
be perfonally acquainted with the 
auther, and admire her godly 
converfation, and the excellent 
fpirit the feems to poffefs ; the is 
of the firit ftanding in fociety, 
and is univerfally refpected by all 
who know her. Nothing is omit 
ted from the original commuli- 
cation but what was merely local 
and therefore not interelting to 
the chrifttian public, *##* #4. 


From Amelia, to Mss. P. 


I resoice my dear Mrs. P, 
in that intereft you take in that 
fubject which has long engroffed 
my attention. You too, | find, 
feel yourfelf fhackled by early 
prejudices, preconceived opinions, 
and the traditions of men; and I 
hope, are looking to the fountaia 
of wifdom for inftruction, with 
unwearied importunity, night 
and day. If this be the cale, 
however dark and embarrafled 
your prefent views may be, if 
you: defires are fimple and fim 
cere, if you look away from every 
created arm for iclief—feex cole 
tinuaily the teachings of tae holy 














all 


{pirit : you avill “ find,” and will 
not be turned away with a ‘{tone,’ 
inftead of the “ bread of life.” 

If it will afford you any grati- 
fication, Or in any Way promote 
the interefts of our Redeemer, I 
will comply with your requett, I 
fend you the fubftance of thofe 
communications | have made to 
the Congregational church of 
which I am a member, and will 
obferve to you, that having been 
baptized in infancy, and unitin 
with a congregational church al- 
moit 40 years ago, I have within 
afew months, ieen it to be my 
duty and privilege, to be baptiz- 
ed by immerfion. I rejoice ina 
hope that the time is at hand, 
when the/e illiberal feelings, which 
now divide real chriilians, will 
ul be done away, and I mutt 
hold myfelf at liberty to “unite 
with all fuch, however divided by 
forms and notions. I believe the 
church is one, a body,which when 
flipped of its appendages, will 
appear all glorious within ; that 
Chriit is its fole head ; that min- 
iiters are but brethren, and that 
eich member, howevey fubordi- 
nate, is neceffary to the perfect- 
ng of the body. 

I thall fend you alfo an extract 
of a letter to a friend ; in it you 
will recognize a very material al- 
teration in my fpeculations ; they 
having been tor 40 years itriitly 
Hopkinfian. May the Lord 
guide your refearches after truth, 
dilives you from your thackles, 
and bring you into ‘the li berty of 
the fons of God, is the prayer of 
your old and afiectionate friend. 

AMELIA 
Mrs. L. March, 1821. 
Dear Mrs. L.—1 am 19 jon- 
ger the digotted, narrow, illiberal 
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ftickler tor Hopkinfian fentiments 
or its pecular doctrines. I no 
longer infilt on evidence of a per- 


fect conformity to any religious creed, 


as effent.al to union and fellow/bip ; 
But do believe that all that love 
the Lord Jeftis, and follow his 
fteps of meeknefs, humility and 
felf denial, and are conformed in 
heart to the holinefs of his char- 
acter, and evidence it by the obe- 
dience of their lives, are intitled 
to our chrifian fellowfip. I do 
believe in a candid allowarice for 
the prejudices of education ; and 
that there may be namelefs differ. 
ences in religious opinions, which 
may c¢onfilt with fincerity of 
heart in the fight of God ; that 
God is the fountain of light, that 
we know nothing as we ought to 
know, otherwife than we are 
taught by his fpirit; that he 
cominunicates various degrees of 
light to his creatures ; that we 
mult walk according to our light; 
“fo that a man is accepted ac. 
cording to what 4e has, and not 
according to what he has not.” 
On this ground [ fee no inconfift. 
ency in believing tbat there are 
chriftians of every denomination, 
whofe hzarts have been renewed ; 
who walk according to their light ; 
will be accepted ot God, however 
they may differ from one anoth- 
er Even the heathen, whofe 
hearts are united to the holy chars. 
acter of God, and prepared to 
improve and embrace the light 
as tar as it is revealed, will form 
a part of the church of the firft 
born, which are written in heav- 
en. I dolong for the time, when 
party prejudices and illiberal feel- 
ings, wt Vall be done away, and 
this wili be the ca’e iu the ap. 

proaching auilenium, low 
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thankful I ought to be that my 
narrow pr ejudices s have at length 
given way, aad thatif [ feet right, 
I can embrace any in the arms of 
chriftian fellowthip, whatever 
their particular tenets may be, 
who love the Lord Jefus, and the 
holy character he came to vindi- 
cate. I confider that fince we 

are all of yefterday and know 
comparative! iy nothing, that know. 
ledge ought not to be the criteri- 
on, lince we cannot be perfected 
in this, nor “ know we any thing 
as we ought to know,” unlefs 
God is our teacher, by the en- 
lightening, fanctifying influences 
of his fpirit. [ need not tell you, 
that I have fuffered much, tn the 
removal of my old foundation, 
on which I have ftood, with re. 
markable firmnefs for about 40 

ears. I have been unlearning, 
until Tam reduced to the mereft 
child in knowledge. I with to 
begin anew, and to read the Bible 
as though I had never feen it be- 


fore, and lay afide the opinions of 


men as nothing, and to look to 
God alone for inftruction. This 
[am vader the neccffiry of doing, 
and O that I may do it in fpirit 
and in truth.” I will ob-erve, 
that by “ Fletcher’s Checks to 
Antinomianifm,” 1 have been ine 
ftructed and reproved. I have 
been deeply convinced of Anti- 
nomiani/m as the fruit produced by 
my creed, inemy particular inflance. 
I pray that God would not lay 
the fin of arrogating fo much to 
myfeif, and defpifing others, to 
my charge ; but that I may lay 
forever in she duft at his feet, im- 
ploring wifdom, for without him 
I know I can do nothing. 
AMELIA, 


VOL, 5, 


Communication If. 

I afk the attention of this audi. 
ence to a few things which J 

eem it important to fay. 

tis well known, that I have 

Los fince, taken upon me, the 
profefi ym of the chril ‘tian charac: 
ter, and I have believed mytelf 
fincere. But forthe y ear pat, I 
have been growing into an ac 
quaintance with my own deficien- 
cies, hive been retro{ pecting mv 
pift lite and converfation, and I 
find thote paths of it to be finful 
in the fight of God, and of. 
fen ive to man, where I leaft ex. 
pected it, particularly, in that I 
have thought more hichly of my- 
felf, than I ought to think, and fo 
far from having ability to guide 
and direé&t others, I ama child 
and know nothing, any farther 
than } am taught of God, and fo 
far as I have given evidence of 
a self-cxalting, selfasuficient spirit, 
I ask forgivenc fs of “God S Ppe0« 
ple, and their prayers. that I may 
be clothed with the garment of 
humility and love, to the faithful 
difcharge of duty to ail around 
ms Again, I have been taught 
my extreme ignorance, and my 
need of being taught anew, even 
the fir{t principles of true religion, 
have felt a neceflity of laying a- 
fide traditional opinions, and 
coming with the fimplicity of a 
child to the fountain of wifdom 
for inftruétion I am confident, 
that I have relied too much on 
the corredne/s ot my fpeculative 
opinions, “in which I had been 
long fince eftablifhed and have 
en the practical fruits of 

righteoufnefs, and through a blind 
infenfibility to the importance of 
and attention to moral duties, I 
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have adil fed the dodtrt lies of Zrace, 
forget ing my obligations to work 
out my {alvation with fear and 
trembling, have been hoping that 
God would do ail for me, while I 
remained in indolent inattention 
to his commands ; on the whole [ 
have been made athamed of my- 
felf and believe I have given juf 
accifion to others to be offended 
and agriev ed wiih me, and now 
feel itt my duty and privilege to 
confef> before God and this con- 
gregation that I confider myfelf 
as having forfeited the efteem of 
all, In thort, Ll afk the prayers 
of all who know what it is to 
pray in {pirit and in truth, that 
God would humble, fanctify, and 
keep me from falling, that my 
fhort remaining time on earth, 
may be f{pent, more to the ad- 
vancement of his caufe, and the 
honor of his name, and would fo- 
licit the forgivnefs of all whom I 
have in any way offended, and re- 
guef their perfonal rebuke when- 
ever they fee occafion. Whereas 
my condaé in abfenting myfelf 
from public worfhip in this houfe 
has been offenfive to many; I 
would have it now diftinétly un- 
derftood, that I did, and now do 
think myfelf juftified in that mea- 
fure. had long been convicted 
of the evil of a Aypocritical and 
heartle/s attendance on God’s pro- 
fefled worfhip, and fearing the 
manner in which time was {pent 
here, was abhorrent in his fight, I 
earneftly defired to feek him in a 
more profitable way, “ in {pirit 
and in truth,” and although our 
feparate worfhip, was accompan- 
ied with manifold and great de- 
feats, yet I do believe that there 
‘was in it a degree of fincerity, 


Christian Herald. 





115 


that God will accept, and do hope 
wll yet own and blefs. But one 
thing more, I have been convikt- 
ed of a great want of candor to- 
ward chriilians of other denom- 
inations, and a difpofition to 
“judge”? that who did not har- 
monize exactly with me in {pec- 
ulative opinions, as of courie 
wrong, forgetting that our know]l- 
edge is extremely limited, and 
that if I have thought myfelf 
perfected in that, I have fhown 
my own faults; may God return 
to our defolated church, build up 
our walte places and humble us 
all at his feet. «If the righteous 
{carcely are faved, where fhall 
the finner and the ungodly ap- 
pear.” AMELIA, 


Extrad from Communication Qd. 
« With fhame and confufion of 
face ] acknowledge my pride and 
prefumption, i in ever thinking my- 
felf perfect in ‘knowledge, even 
in one particular, and efpecially 


in the great fyftem of divine 
truth. 1 do acknowledge before 


this aflembly, that I have had 
the confidence to believe that my 
fpeculative opinions were perfeét- 
ly corve&t, and that all who dif- 
fered from me, were in an error, 
not realizing that we all “ are cf 
yefterday and know nothing,” 
and of courfe muft all be very 
limited in our underftanding. 1 
have had the folly to fet up 
knowledge, in fpeculative opin- 
ions, as the great ftandard of 
chriftian fellowfhip, infomuch, 
that if I found a perfon, or fet of 
people who did not think exactly 
as I did, without availing my- 
felf of the evidence they produc- 
ed of vital chriftianity, by the 
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humble devotednefs of their 
hearts, and their lives to God; I 
at once pronounced them, with 
all the authority of a Popifh In- 

guifition, deluded Aeretics ! land by 
aa conduét towards them, have 

plainly faid, “ itand by thy felt, 
for I am holier than thou.” O 
that I may ever lay low in the 
dut for this heaven-daring, God- 
provoking, brother-grieving con- 
dust ; which has often wounded 
the tender fpirit of thefe humble 
lambs, forwhom Chrilt died, who 
initead of imitating my dogmatical 
felf-righteous condué, | have ev- 
Tdence to believe, would often re- 
tire, and pray God not to lay the 
fin of thus feting at nought my 
brother, to my charge I pray 
God, that we may all be “ con- 
verted and become as little chil- 
dren, remembering that if any 
man thinkech he knoweth any 
thing, he ‘noweth nothing yet, 


, a3 he oughi to know.” 


Commuatcation 3d. 

I atk the liberty to make a 
ftatement of my views and feel- 
ings to the church pariicularly, 
and wilh for their patient and 
candid attention. My mind for 
along time has been in a pecuil- 
arly tried fituation. My atten- 
tion has been clofely cailed up 
to my relation to God, and his 
profelled peopie. I have found 
mvfelf deeply inveloped in igng- 
rance add mental darkneis . and 
defective to a degree heretofore 
unknown. [ have been made 
dee: ly fenible of my undue Ce- 
pendance on the orthodoxy cf my 
creed, and that 1 has in a mea. 
fure fuppited the vlace of pracci- 
cal chriitiantcty, I have to an 


awful degree loft fight ‘of the 
yyeat pattern exhibited in the 
ie and doctrine of our divine 
icedeemer, and of my obli gations 
io take him as my rule of con. 
duct and his word as my guide, 
Initead of this, E have been un- 
der the governing influence of 
traditional opinions, worldly con- 
formity, and the “ wifdom of this 
world, which is foolithnefs with 
God.” I have felt my felf fenfi- 

ly bound down as with a chain of 
tron, under thefe and other con. 
comutant evils, and that none but 
God could deliver me. Hence 
I have felt an extreme and urgent 
neceflity to look continually to 
him for help and deliverance. 
Thefe views originated with per- 
fonal application to myfelf ; but 
when [ cait my eye around me, 
do I merely fufpect, or is it an 
awfal reality, that 1 difcern fea- 
tures of the dime compiexion, ev- 
ery where? Would to God I 
were alone ia my calamity,and 
that I had evidence to believe 
that the church itood in its prime 
itive and apoitole purity ; that 
there were evidence of primitive 
Jove, primitive fimplicity, and 
the indulvence of that liberty 
wherewith Chriit. hath made us 
free. Are my fears groundlefs, 
Or is it an obvious truth that the 
protetied followers of Chriit are 
under the predominant influence 
of worldly wifdom, worldly con- 
formity, and are governed by 
other laws than thofe of love. 
Does the church itand in its nae 
tive beauty, as a city fet upon a 
hill, to the giorv and praife of 
60d ?or is the debafed to the 
very dutt, exhbiting litle more 


than the /: ifete s form ‘of what See 
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was; are the humbling, felf-de 
nying doctrines of the gofpel, 
bro’t forward and inculcated in 
their original fimplicity, or, ts the 
foul its life, irs power and fpirt- 
tuality almoft totally wanting. 
If thofe evils were feen and de- 
plored, i¢ would afford ground of 
encouragement ; but when they 
are fy{tematic, and the refult of 
eftablifhed principles, I view the 
cafe as hopelefs, unlefs the power 
and grace of God immediately 
interpofe ; if our own confciences 
an{wer thefe interrogatories ; do 
we mean to be governed in our 
practice, by the bible itfelf, or do 
we from preconceived opinions, 
imbibed from early prejudices, 
or the notions of men? In our u- 
fages are we not governed by the 
practice of other churches with 
whom we are in fellowfhip, rath- 
er than by fimple attention to the 
word of God ? If fo are we not 
building on the fand, and will not 
this great fuperltr&ure called the 
church raiied by the wifdom of 
man be {wept away. Does God 
walk in the midft of us as his gol- 
den candleiticks, granting us his 
favorable prefence, owning us as 
his fons and daughters ? or does 
he in effeé hide himfelf from us, 
“fpuing us from his mouth.” 
You will learn from the above 
{tatement, fome of my embarrafs- 
ments, and will fee why I cannot 
walk in unjfon with this church 
i its apparent condition ;in my 
view, it would be but folemn 
mockery, to fet down at the ta- 
ble of the Lord, with a church in 
that condition, which I fear-God 
Coes not own and blets. I be- 
lieve there are real chriftians in 
this church, with whom I have 
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been long and more recently unis 
ted, who in a meafure walk with 
him and ate accepted of him, and 
I believe they will fooner or la- 
ter fee that my fears are not 
groundlefs. ‘He that can hear 
let him hear what the fpirit faith 
to the churches.” I profefs my- 
ielf to be in heart united to the 
church of Chrift. I feel alfo al- 
moift intirely deftitute of thofe 
qualifications that would contfti- 
tute us wholefome members ;and 
as I believe we are amafingly de- 
ficient in love, faithfulneis and 
fimplicity of views, and chriftian 
liberty in practice, I thus fignify 
my defire to ftand afide till I 
have further opportunity to learn 
my duty, and if this privilege be 
denied me, I mutt ask a final 
withdraw.---And may the fpirit of 
God deicend upon us like a migh- 
ty rufhing wind, or the more gen- 
tle dew, giving life and vigor to 
all around. AMELIA. 


<s 4+ 


For the Chriflian Herald. 
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Extrad of a litter from Elder Fa« 
seph Bailey, to the editor, dated 
Pomfret, Chateauga coanty, N.Y. 
O@. 24, 1822. 

I returned from a journey to 
the eaft the latter part. of July 
lat, and = again commenced 
preaching in thefe regions. I 
found on my return that the Lord 
was wifiting fome places in this 
county with ficknefs, and many 
parents were called to follow 
their infants to the grave ; this 
caufed a folemnity 01 the minds 
of the people, and [ truit has 
been a means of bringing {ome to 
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ready. Soon after my return 
vifited a neighbourhood in the 
town of Gerry, about 20 miles 
fouth of where I refided, calle 
Vermont fettlement, where I 
found the attention of the peopie 
already called to the things that 
make for peace, and one had 
jJately found the Lord. I preach- 
ed there to an attentive, and 
weeping affembly, and thought 
that I {fee figns of rain, the next 
morning one man, who had for- 
merly been an atheift, retired to 
the woods, laden with a fenfe of 
his fin and guilt, and like the 
blind man by the way fide, cried 
mightily to the Lord for mercy 
and falvation ;'this poor man 
cried and the Lord heard him, 
and faved him out of all] his trou- 
bles ; he returned from the woods 
with joy, and declared what the 
Lord had done for his foul, the 
humble heard thereof and were 
glad; and my own foul thanked 
the Lord and took courage. 

The day following another 
went and did likewife, and from 
that time, the work has been go- 
ing on in a flow but folemn man- 
ner, and appearances are {till 
gsood. I have {pent confiderable 
time with them of late, preaching 
publicly and exhorting from 
houfe to houfe, night and day 
with tears; one week ago lait firft 
day, I preached there and bapti- 
fed, it was a precious feafon, the 
aflembly was large and folemn, 
the converts rejoiced, and many 
appeared to be feeking Jefus for- 
rowing, I have baptifed 13 happy 
converts; fifteen are united asa 
church, with Chrift for their head, 
and the fcriptures for their rule. 

But I have to labour alone in 
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a lar ge region : if the Lord fhould 
bid fome of my preaching breth. 
ren to come over and he!p me, 
I think they would find the fields 
all white, and ready to harveft, 
may the Lord fend by whom he 
will. 


—~<2 ¢ Co 


MEETING IN 
BOROUGH, N. H. 


GENERAL TUFTON- 


A General Meeting was held in 
Tuftonborough, on the 6th and 
7th of Nov. inft. The fhortnefs 
of the notice prevented fo gene. 
ral attendance’as would otherwife 
have been given, however a good- 
ly number attended, and we hope 
it was not altogether in vain. 

Wednefday, Nov. 6, A. M— 
A difcourfe was delivered by El. 
der Mark Fernald, from Luke 
xv. 20. “And he arofe and 
came to his father. But whenhe 
was vet a great way off, his father 
faw him, and had compaffion, and 
ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kiffed him.” 

In the afternoon, a difcourfe 
was delivered by brother Jofeph 
Banfield, from | Sam, xv. 22.— 
«And Samuel faid, hath the 
Lord as great delight in burnt 
offerings and facrifices; as in 
obeying the voice of the Lord? 
Behold, to obey is better than fac- 
tifice ; and to hearken than the 
fat of rams. 

Thurfday Nov. 7.—A.M. A 
difcourfe was delivered by Elder 
William Blaifdel, from Numbers 
x. 29. “And Mofes faid unto 
Hobab the fon of Raguel the 
Midianite, Motes father-in-law, 
We are journeying unto th 
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place of which the Lord faid, I 
will give it you: come thou with 
us, and we will do thee good : for 
the Lord hath fpoken good con- 
cerning Ifrael.” 

In the afternoon, a difcourfe 
was delivered by Elder Mark 
Fernald from Mark xvi. 16—20. 
« He that believeth, and is bap- 
tized, fhall be faved ; but he that 
believeth not fhall be damned.’’ 
fFc. 

The attention of the people 
jeemed to indicate a defire to be 
taught in fpiritual things, and 
ihe preaching was fuch as will 
prove effectual to falvation to 
thofe who believe and obey.— 
Evening meetings were held in 
diferent places. 


-— SS +o 
For the Chriitian Herald. 


From Elder Henry Froft, to the Ed- 
itor, dated Nov. 9,- 1822. 
“Twill now give you a fhort 

account of my journey, in vifiting 

the Churches, in this State.. On 
the 15th of July, I fet eut from 
home, and the fecond day met 
the fecond Church in Mt. Vernon 
in conference ; attended to fome 
bufinefs in the Church, and the 
next day met the Church in Viva- 
na; here was one of the molt 

Houriihing churches in this State ; 

but fince the death of Elder J. 

C. on account of fome, com. 

ing in not fparing the flock, the 

church has been divided and fcat- 
tered till but 14 members are 
left, and thefe poor ftorm beaten 
few almott difcouraged, I en- 
deavoured to encourage them 
ftill to truft in God and to look 
for his mercy with eternal glory. 
On the 29th met the church at 
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North-Hill, here was fome diffi- 


culty which had arifen in confe- 
quence of want of good govern. 
Mment@n the church, but it feemed 
as though the fun of righteouf- 
nefs broke forth and fhone moft 
glorious, each one appeared to 
fee where they had been out of 
the way, and were ready to con- 
fefs their faults, the word was 
quick and powerful, and fome of 
the unconverted appear to be 
feeking the Lord forrowing,while 
the difficulty among the btethren 
difappeared like mift when the 
fun arifes, After vifiting the 
churches in Harmony and A- 
thens, went to Canaan, vifited the 
firft church, found Elder Merrill 
out of health and not able to 
preach, but the attention of the 
people appeared to be called up 
in a wonderful manner, this work 
begun at the general meeting in 
June ; I preached here a number 
of times, faw one hopefully con- 
verted, and others inquiring the 
way to Zion with their faces 
thitherward. I have fince heard 
that Elder Merrill had recov. 
ered his heaith in a wonderful 
manner, and that he was able to 
preach, that a great number had 
experienced re.iigion and had been 
baptifed ; after vifiting the church 
at Maderfon, Warfaw, Cornvilie, 
Clinton, fecond in Canaan, and 
Palymera, all of which appeared 
to be well united, | went to New- 
port, in this place, a church had 
been gathered fince the fitting of 
the conference in June, moit of 
the members had been recently 
converted to God under the 1m- 
provement of Elder John Paine, 
two of the members were for- 
merly from Newhempthire, John 
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Willfon, Efq. and his wife; this 
church had {fuffered fome perfecu- 
tion with their preacher Elder 
Paine ; vifited the church im Exe- 
ter, had a good time with the 
brethren. From thence I went to 
Joy. found the brethren well, re- 
turned from thence and went to 
Knox, met with Elder Hamlin, 
he had met with much oppofition 
and had thoughts of leaving the 
‘place; but during my itay in this 
place the work appezred to re- 
vive, and one of Elder Hamlin’s 
children experienced religion, 
which gave him and the brethren 
courage to hope for a reforma- 
tion: our conference was holden 
here the 28th Sept. it was a 
good time and the inclination of 
the people feemed to be called to 
the things that make for peace, I 
truft that fome good was done in 
the name of the holy child Jefus. 
On my return I vifited the church 
in Fairfax, found thom well uni- 
ted and well engaged abounding 
in the work of the Lord. I can 
truly fay that I never enjoyed 
more of the prefence of the Lord 
in any journey in all my life, and 
it was truly pleafing to fee the 
attention of people to hear the 
-word, fome of them would travel 
érom 4 to 8 miles over bad roads 
to hear one fermon. © that God 
would raife up more faithful la- 
bourers, and fend them into the 
harveit, for the harvelt traly is 
pienteous, but the labourers are 
few. The churches in Mount 
Vernon, Menmouth and Leeds 
are low, but well united.” 
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TO OUR READERS. 
WE have publuhed in this num- 
ber {ome communications trom 


Chriftian Herald. 


VO Le 5 


« Amelia,” to the church ,from 
which the withdrew, which com. 
munications we promifed ina 
Jatenumber. We might feel dif. 
poled to apollogize to our readers 
for its length, but if it fhould fub. 
ferve the purpofe fuggefted by 
our worthy friend who communi 
cated them to us, we think an a. 
pology might, be difpenfed with, 





BY a letter from Elder R. 
Potter, jr, of Cumberland,R. I. we 
Jearn that Elder Nelfon Miller, 
made an effort to attend the Gen. 
Meeting in N. Y. but was fo un. 
fortunate as to get no futher than 
Philadelphia, at the date of the 
meeting. He fpent a vifit in 
Philadelphia and returned. 
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Dea. Wn. True. 


For the Chriftian Herald. 


AS nothing gives, a greater 
evidence’of the reality of religion, 
than the pious lives and triumph- 
ant death’s of thofe that have been 
eminently pious. I think that 
a fhort biographical fketch of the 
ine and death of Deacon William 
True of this town will notbeunac- 
ceptable to your readers ; there- 
fore, I fend you the following for 
publication. 

Deacon True was born in Sal- 
isbury, Mafs, April 15, A. D. 
1768, in the davs of his youth he 
had many folemn calls from the 
Lord to repent and turn to him, 
but he neglected thefe invitations 
and put off the things that con- 
cerned his peace for many years 
til it pleafed the Lord to vinit 
him again in mercy by his {purity 
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In 1802 he was in the greateft 
diftrefs of mind for fome time, 
viewing himieif a poor loft un- 
done finnet, but he cried’ to the 
Lord in his diftrefs and the Lord 
heard him and delivered his foul, 
and gave him greit peace of 
mind ; andhe had fucha view of 
the fulinefs in Chrift tha” he cou'd 
and did fay to others, Oh tafte 
and fee that the Lord is food, 
and invited ali to come to him 
and be faved. Soon after this he 
was. baptied and united with 
thofe that are called Free Wiil 
Baptifts, and fon after wa; cho- 
fen a deacon of the church, and 
was found feithful, and received 
the approbation of the Lord anc 
his brethren ; he had many trials 
to pals through but the Lord 
fupported him in them ail, 
fo that he found that tribulation 
worketh patience, &c. 

In the year 1818 he had a vary 
fevere trial in the lofs of his fon 
Elder Wm. True that had been 
preaching the Gofpel in the State 
of N. York, and returned to his 
father, fick with a confumption, 
whoafter languifhing afew months 
joyfully fell a fleep in Jefus. 
Yhis was very dittrefling to his 
fond parents, but they could fay 
with Job, the Lord gave and the 
Lord hath taken away and bleffed 
is the name of the Lord. cifter 
this he was called to part with 
three daughters and his only fur- 
viving fon. beforehe died. Thus 
ina about three years he was cal- 
led to mourn over the graves of 
five of his children; but he had 
the coniolation to hear them all 
Tay they were willing to go, and 
departed with joy ; although 
thefe things were very trying, yet 
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God gave him great refionation 
to his will, and be would fay 
they are gone but little before 
me, [ fhall foon join them ina 
bette: world; forfome iime he had 
been very much out of heaith, 
but kept about, till Init February 
when it was apparent chat he was 
fait agcing with the fame difer- 
dersthat ail his chiidren had gone 
with, that ts the confumption ; 
but the Lord gave him great 
peace in his mind. And he 
otten told me that he had not 
had a dark cloud come over his 
mind, and faid it was his laft 
ficknefs. He continued in this 
happy frame of mind till he died. 
For fome weeks befcre his death 
his joy increvfed, and he would 
praife God that he had got fo 
near heaven. A {hort time be- 
fore he died I obierved to him 
that when I faw people in his con- 
dition I almoft withed to be in 
their cafe, he looked upon me 
with a {mile, and. faid, oh_ fir, rf 
you was in my situation, you 
would not exchange it for any 
body’s in the world, for I would 
not, for I have got aln:oft home, 
and foon I fhall be with Chrift 
which is far better than to be 
here.” 

He would exhort all to come 
to Chrigt, and tell them how good 
he found religion ta be, on a fick 
bed. He appeared really to en- 
joy much:ot heaven, fo that he 
faid he had no pain, but life was 
runaing out like a taper. For 
fome weeks before his death, his 
fon-in-law, Elder Elijah Shaw, 
was with him, and he obfe:ved 
that he learned more of the value 
of religion by heafing his father 
True, talk o his dying bed, than 
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he ever cid in tne iame time be- 
fore. And althongh nature fail- 
ed, hts foul was happy, till on the 
tith of Augult, 1822, he feil 
afleep in Jefus, without a figh or 
graan, leaving his kind compan- 
ron anda number of affectionate 
chidren, and a numerous compa- 
ay of friends and brethren to 
mourn his lofs. The next day 
his funeral was attended by a 
Jarge concourlfe of people, to 
whom Elder Shaw, by the requelt 
of the deceafed, delivered a {ol- 
emn and weighty difcourfe, from 
Rev. xiv- 13. After which, El- 
der P Young delivered a folemn 
addrefs to the mourners, and 
weeping congregation. The 
body was then committed to the 
grave. there to reft till Chriit 
hall bid it rifle. Although the 
trial is great to his difcontolate 
widow, yet fhe finds the Lord to 
be her fupporter and friend, and 
does not mourn as thofe that 
raourn without hope. For if we 
beiteve that Jefus rofe, even fo 
them that fleep in Jefus will God 
bring with him. O, may we all 
fo live, -hat like this fervant of 
the Lord, we may finifh our 


courfe with joy. CEPHAS. 
Andover, Nov. 1322. 


OBITUARY. 
Bfarcaretr P. Dame. 


Diep—in this town, on Fri- 
day, the 10th of November, inf. 
Mrs. Marcarer P. Dame, 
aged 39, confort of Mr. Wm. D. 

The Excellencies of religion. 
are, perhans, hever more clearly 
demouttrated, than in the depart- 
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ing moments of a dying faint. 
At fuch a time religion appears 
in all its native {implicity ani 
godly fincerity. And the heart, 
that by habitual fubmiffion to its 
Creator, has learnt to endure the 


ills of life, now finds that religion 


is the forrow-foothing power, that 
quells the rifiag fears, and bids 
the foul to reft in hope. Such 
happy confequences were realifed 
in the inftance of the diffolution 
of her whofe death we now re- 
cord. About I$ years ago, fhe 
profeffed religion, and joined the 
Chriftian church in this town; 
fince that time, fhe has ever been 
a member in good ftanding. In 
her laft illnefs which has been 
long and ievere, fhe has experienc- 
ed much. of the prefence of her 
divine Matter; and at times, 
her joy has been fo great that fhe 
has broke out in the fervency of 
foul, exprefling the raptures of 
joy which the experienced, and 
praifing the Lord for his great 
goodnefs to her. A little before 
her departure, fhe called her fam- 
ily around her bed, and with the 
moft heavenly complacency and 
compofure, took an affectionate 
farewell of them, endeavoring 
earneitly to imprefs the necefiity, 
on the minds of her children, to 
feek the Lord in their youth, and 
get religion. And after giving 
her family the moft affectionate 
advice, calmly and quietly retign- 
ed them and herfelf into the 
hands of her Creator, expecting in 
a fhort time to fee them no more 
on earth, but hoping foon to 
meet the ranfomed of the Lord, 
and receive an eternal inheritaace 
in heaven. 

And I heard a voice, from heaver; 
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faying—blef d are ihe aead which 


‘die in the Lord. 


How kindly bict are thofe that fieep 
in Jefus, for tlicy rett fecure ; 
While angels watch their fumbers deep, 
Yo wake them when their Lord appears. 
‘Thea with immortal bloom they'll rife 
Yo meet the r Saviour in the thes, 
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WORSHIP OF THE GANGES. 


IN a chapter on the ‘ Worthip 
oi rivers,’ particularly of the 
Ganges, is the following extra. 

“The facred books declare 
that the fight the name or the 
touch of the Ganges, takes away 
all fin, however heiaous—that 
thinking of the Ganges, when az 
a diitance, is fufficient to remove 
the taint of fia—but that bathing 
in the Ganges has bi leflings in it, 
which no imagination can con- 
ceive. In one of thefe books it 
is faid—-“* He who thinks upon 
the Ganges, though he may be 
800 miles diftant from the river 
atthe time, is delivered from all 
fin and entitled to heaven, At 
the hour of death, if a perfon 
thinks on Ganga, he will obtain 
2 place in the heaven of Siva. 
lia perfon, according to the reg- 
ulations of the Shafter, be going 
to bathe in Ganga, and die on the 
road, he thall obtain the fame ben. 
ehts as though he had actually 
bathed. ‘There are three million 
five hundred thonfand holy pla- i 
ces belonging to Ganga ; the per- 
fon who looks at Ganga,’ or bathes 
ia this river, will obtain ali the 
fruit which arifes from vifiting 
all thefe three million five hun- 
dred thoufand holy places. <) 
bathing in Ganga, accompanied 
with prayer, a perfon will re- 
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move, at once, the fin 
fands of births.” 

So mucii its this river reverence 
ed among the Hindosos, that ma- 
ny Bramins will not look upon 
nor throw faliva into it, nor wafh 
themfelves nor their clothes in its 
waters. In one of their Books, 
among many other forms of 
praife to be offered to Ganga, is 
the foilowing :—“«O G< ddefs ! 
the ow}, that lodzes in the hollow 
of a tree on thy banks, is exalted 
beyond meafure; while the em- 
peror, whole palace i is far from 
thee, though he may poffefs a 
million of ftately elephants, and 
may have the wives of millions 
of conquered enemies to ferve 
him, ts nothing.” Some perfons 
undertake a journey cf five or 
fix months to bathe in the Gan- 
ges, to perform that rite for their 
decea’ed relations, and to carry 
back its waters for religious and 
medical ules. 


s.0f thove 





FANATICISM. 

A man named Pritchard, lates 
ly died at Norfolk, of abflinence. 
He had been hypochondriac, and 
his laft fatal illusion confifted in 
a belief that if he fafted forty days, 
(the duration of our Saviour’s 
faft) he would be endued with 
divine nature, and never die. In 
vain dtd his friends remonttrate, 
in vain did nature, retiring grad- 
ls warn him of his approach- 
diffolution. He perfevered 
el the twenty-fifth day, when 
in extreme ftate of exhauf- 
tion, reduced to a mere fkelton, 
having only on the twenty-firft 
day taken a little drink, refrefhing 
himfeli by the external app ica- 
tion of water to his faceand breatt,- 


he died.—-Char. Cou. 
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Yo the Editor, 

I here fubjoin a few verfes compofed by one 
of our young filers, who often his been in 
terrogated by thofe o different fentiments, 
fines her public profeftion. If you think them 
worthy o a place iu your Herald pleafe to 
puulilh them. + Be 


VERSES. 


FORBEAR my Friends, not longer nrets 
Vain doctrines on my weary mind, 
Wuthin this heart they meet ne reit, 
One oniy good I ieek to find, 
While faith, while hope, ana rapture glows, 
I quit this worid and al} betide, 
The onty creed my bofom knows 
is Jeius and him crucifi’d. 


My anxious mind for years hath foar’d 
O’er all creations mighty pian, 

Hath trac’d the line through natures God, 
From {fmaltieft infect up to man, 

But in the view my foul was Jolt, 
‘My heart remain’d unfatisti’d, 

J faw no Saviour on the crofs, 
No Jesus, nor him cruciliede 


While pride wich ne’er was form'd for man 
Seduc’d my heart from peace to ftray, 
Shen wreck’d it ona dangerous ftrand. 
Of doubting inficelity ; 
Affliction rais’d her arm divine, 
No more I ftemm'd the fwelling tide, 
She bid me kneci ag Jefus thrine, 
To feek him, and him crucified. 


While rapture, thrills my ev’ry vein, 
An angels tongue 1 fain would thare, 

To tell the world how light and vain 
Their earthly jovs and pleafures are, 

Then ceafe my friends, no more I’m taught 
By worldly wifdom, luft or pride, 

F’ve found him whom the prophets fought, 
My Jefus and hit cruattied. 


Farewer! ambition, falfe parade, 
rdicu the ball-rooins fplendid charms, 
Farewell the wor'd and all betide, 
{ ruth into a Saviour’s arms, 
Phere on that breait which ne’er deeeiv'd, 
I fond y lean full Latisthed 
Phat white I truit lam received, 
By him who lives tho’. crucified. 
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THE INFIDEL. 


Pve heatd, on Afric’s dreary fhore, 

‘bhe ferpent’s hifs, the panther’s roar, 
No foottteps mark’d the fands ; 

No human voice the defert cheer’d, 

Save now aad then were faintly heard 
The yeils of favage bands. 


I’ve feen the red volcanic tide, 
Impetuous fweep the mountain’s fide, 
And wrapthe plains in fire, 
And heard che thepherd’s plaintive moarfs 
RMineling with Etna’s hollow groans 
On pafiing gales expire. 


na twilight s faint and dufky beam, 

I’ve fcen the murderer's weapon gjfam, 
Bath’d in the victim’. gore; 

Ghafliy ana pae, with many a weand, 

The mangicd corfe, half-breathing found, 
Stretched on the blood ftained fhore,,. 


f’ve heard, amid the foaming eeep, 

When tempet: howl] and whirlwinds fweep.. 
Heart-remcing cries, ** to fave ?” 

The thrieks of many a trem ying foul, 

Aad mark’d the fea’s tremendous roll 
Which fwepr them to their grave. 


No fhepherd’s moans, nor panther’s roa, 
Nor wreck, nor corfe upon the fhore 
Fo me foch pain kas given, 
As feeing, on the couch of death, 
"Phe iafidel retign his breath, 
Vithout the hope of Heaven! 








The next N. H. General 
Annual Conference is appoint- 
ed to be holden at the Cen- 
tral Mecting-house in Gilford, 
N. H. on Wednesday and 
Thursday, the 18th and 19th 
o: June next. A general at- 
tendance is requested. 
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